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In this edition the Pastor’s Letter will be provided under separate cover; watch for it soon!

Worship
Organ Damaged
by Lightning
On Labor Day, September 3, a strong
evening thunderstorm produced multiple
lightning strikes in the vicinity of our campus.
The following morning, multiple electronic
systems at the church were found to be malfunctioning due to a likely power surge coming in over our electrical wires, including the
office internet modem, a desktop computer,
the copier/printer, the tower chimes – and
perhaps worst of all, the parish organ. Most

time, a quality digital piano and amplified
speakers are now in use to accompany choral
and congregational singing. Thank you for
your patience and your prayers as we weather
this storm; we will get through it, but further
patience and prayers may be needed for some
time to come.

Daylight Saving Time Ends
Sunday, November 4
A reminder that clocks “fall back” on
Sunday morning, November 4... don’t forget
to reset your clocks the previous night, or you
may be an hour early for Sunday School or
Mass that morning!

Adoration to Return
in November

items have been repaired or replaced at little
or no cost, but two attempts to repair the
organ have failed, and both the servicer and
the factory are recommending replacement.
We are in contact with the Ordinariate and
our insurance company, Catholic Mutual,
regarding next steps. An adjuster will visit onsite during October to size up the situation,
but new organ construction time tables are at
four to six months at the present time. (Depending upon the provisions of our insurance
policy, a rental unit may be possible as we
await a permanent solution.) In the mean-

For several months – encompassing both
the summer break and the Holy Land Pilgrimage (see “Discipleship”) – the Parish’s pattern
of Eucharistic Adoration has been on hiatus.
We are happy to announce its re-emergence
in November, according to the accustomed
schedule. On First Fridays of the month,
Adoration will begin with Exposition, Evensong, and Benediction at 4:30 p.m., and will

continue for 24 hours, concluding at 4:30 p.m.
on Saturday. On First Sundays of the month,
the Sacrament will be exposed immediately
after 10:00 a.m. Mass, with Adoration continuing until 1:30 p.m. All are welcome and
encouraged to avail themselves of these
opportunities to worship and pray in our
Lord’s very presence.

All Saints Day Masses
All Saints Day – a Holy Day of Obligation
– is observed on Thursday, November 1. Said
Vigil Mass will be offered on Wednesday,
October 31 at 5:30 p.m. Masses on All Saints

Day itself will include Said Masses at 7:00
a.m. and 11:30 a.m. (rather than noon, in
keeping with the established Mass time on
other weekdays), and Solemn Mass at 5:30
p.m. Thursday evening, so as not to compete
with Halloween festivities the previous night.

MKA Choir Inaugural
Evensong: All Souls Day
One of the exciting developments of this
year’s foundation of the Maria Kaupas Academy Upper School is the creation of a new
high school choir, comprised of all Academy
students by virtue of their study of music,
which in the Upper School has a strong choral
emphasis. This newly formed choir will now
normally sing the Solemn Evensong services
that open our First Friday devotions at 4:30

p.m. (now one hour earlier than the prior 5:30
p.m. service time). With the resumption of
those devotions beginning on November 2,
the inaugural evensong will be for All Souls
Day. Owing to both the solemnity of the occasion and our lack of an organ, this beautiful
service will be entirely comprised of plainsong
chant. All are welcome and encouraged to
attend to adore and bless our Lord and to pray
in his presence for the souls of all the faithful
departed.

Thanksgiving Vigil Mass
In keeping with Parish tradition, Vigil
Mass for Thanksgiving Day will be celebrated
at our normal 5:30 p.m. Wednesday Mass

Discipleship
Holy Land Pilgrimage
(& Advent Adult Education)
As we go to press with this newsletter, approximately 100 pilgrims from the Personal
Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter – including
Bishop Lopes, Fr. Bergman, and parishioners
Peter Josefek and Don & Judy Sanderson – are
on pilgrimage in the Holy Land. They will return
on Friday, October 12; please continue to pray
for a safe and edifying journey for our pilgrims.
A detailed recounting of the pilgrimage –
accompanied by hundreds of photographs –
will comprise our Advent Adult Education program, following 10:00 a.m. Masses and light
potluck lunch on Sundays throughout Advent.
Until then, enjoy the photos below, courtesy of
the bounteous Facebook postings of our
parishioner Peter Josefek!

time on November 21. Come partake in this
superlative act of giving thanks in anticipation
of your family observances the next day!

Family Enrichment
Resumes November 11
The Parish’s Family Enrichment program –
offered on the second Sunday of each month,
following 10:00 a.m. Mass and light potluck
lunch – will resume on Sunday, November 11.
(The program was delayed by two months by
the September website roll-out and October
Holy Land Pilgrimage). All families with children

and/or teens are welcome and encouraged to
participate. Each session includes a teaching
from Fr. Bergman on a particular topic, and
then mentoring time with partnered groups of
teens and children working together to discuss
the implications of the topic of the day, and to
answer a question or challenge from Fr.
Bergman. The season always concludes with a
pilgrimage by all participating families to a
Catholic shrine by coach ride.

Stewardship 2018
With the season of harvest approaching,
our annual stewardship campaign is soon to
begin. Many members and friends will receive

the annual stewardship mailing in the coming
days. Please take time to prayerfully consider
what you read there, and discern a pledge for
the coming year. Pledge cards may either be
mailed back to the Parish Office, or placed in
the offering basket on Stewardship Sunday,
November 4. While the Parish continues to
grow, the gratifying sight of increasingly full
pews on Sunday mornings has not yet translated into closing the gap between our income
and our expenses. The Parish continues to run
on as lean a budget as possible, but expenses
largely beyond our reach to control continue to
challenge our ability to keep up. Deeply grateful for your generosity that has sustained us
thus far, we must humbly ask again for your
prayerful discernment and sacrificial giving.

Upper School Underway
We are now well into our third successful
season at Maria Kaupas Academy, our extensive homeschool assistance program providing
a comprehensive and rigorous Classical Cath-

olic curriculum. This year we are particularly
gratified by the founding of our new Upper
School, and the attendant renovations of our
Convent building to provide excellent new
classroom space for our high school students.
The Lower School (pre-K thru 8th grade)
meets on Wednesdays & Fridays, and classes
are available a la carte, enabling parents to enroll their students only in those courses needed
to supplement home schooling -- though they
may certainly enroll in all courses if they wish.

The Upper School (9th grade & up) meets
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, and
presumes enrollment in the entire program,
with humanities such as art, drama, and music
required alongside the academic disciplines,
recognizing their essential role in fostering the
whole human person. More at the links below!
Lower School | Upper School
Class Schedule | School Calendar

Fellowship
Neighbor Nights Continue
to Draw Visitors
Upcoming Neighbor Nights – offered on
the third Saturday of each month at 6:00 p.m.
– include October 20 and November 17.
While of course open to all members and
friends of the Parish, these open-door events
are intended not to be merely insular, but to
serve as a low-threshold opportunity for us to

invite our non-Catholic or non-Christian
friends and neighbors into our fellowship in
an informal setting outside Sunday worship.
Happily, through various means – our outdoor
banner, and invitations via our flyer – we continue to welcome many visitors each month.
Bring a friend, and join us for free supper,
pool, ping-pong, board games, wi-fi, conversation, and a movie on the big screen!

Anniversary Potluck & All
Saints Costume Party Nov. 4
The Parish’s annual Anniversary Potluck
Lunch and All Saints Costume Party will be
celebrated on Sunday, November 4 after 10
a.m. Mass. Formerly celebrated separately,
the confluence of these two events into one
celebrates the homecoming of our founding

members into the Catholic Church at their
confirmation on All Saints Eve, 2005, as well
as providing a delightful “alternative Halloween” for the children (and some adults!) of the
Parish to dress as their favorite saints, keeping
their friends guessing at their identity. What’s
more, we can look forward to a performance
by the Maria Kaupas Academy Drama Class!
Please join us for a festive afternoon!

Outreach
Rummage Sale October 20
Postponed from its previously announced
date, the Parish will offer its annual Fall Rummage Sale on Saturday, October 20, 8:00 a.m.

to 2:00 p.m. Many excellent items have been
donated, and more are welcome! Volunteers
will be needed for setup and pricing on the
preceding Thursday and Friday, as well as
staffing, baked goods, kitchen staff, and clean-

up on the day of the sale. Please contact the
Parish Office (contact@stmscranton.org / 570343-0634) if you have items to donate, or to
volunteer. Share our flyer, enclosed!

Evangelization
Inquirer’s Class
Gathering Students
After a two-year hiatus, this fall we have
re-launched our Sunday evening Inquirer’s
class, a welcoming, no-pressure opportunity
for non-Christians, Protestants, and lapsed
Catholics to explore questions about the Christian faith and the Catholic Church, leading up to
Confirmation on the Easter Vigil for those who
elect to do so. Each session includes free light
supper, an engaging DVD presentation, and
group discussion about the topic of the video;
all questions are welcome.

The class membership is growing, and
now runs the gamut from a student who has
had no contact with the Church since infant
baptism, to a Protestant dating back to Fr.
Bergman’s days at Good Shepherd Episcopal,
to a fallen-away Catholic returning to the
Church, to a lifelong Catholic here for a refresher course. Please pray for our students!

New Parish Website
Our brand new, mobile-friendly website is
now online and fully functional. There has been
no change to our web address; all who haven’t
yet explored the new site are encouraged to
visit www.stmscranton.org, and to commend
it to your friends. Although very useful for our
members and friends, the site also seeks to
communicate that our Parish’s raison-d'être is
to welcome all non-Catholics into the fold, and

provides a wealth of resources (in particular,
many hours of superb video content) to aid in
that process.

New Ordinariate
Community in New England
The Anglicanorum Coetibus Society blog
notes, “The Anglican tradition is putting down
new roots in New Haven, Connecticut, bolstering the Catholic Church in the area. While
evensong has been held monthly by the group
known as the Ordinariate Fellowship of CT,
their first mass has been announced for
September 29th. The first Mass will be followed
by a second on Saturday, October 27th, and
then by masses on November 3rd, and December 11th. Each of these Saturday evening
Masses will be [according to the Divine Worship Missal], and will take place at 6:30pm at St.

Joseph’s Catholic Church, New Haven. The
choral Masses will be sung by a professional
quartet and will feature traditional Anglican
hymns, Anglican chant psalms, English plainsong, and English polyphony. The group notes,
'The celebration of these Masses is the culmination of the efforts of the Ordinariate Fellowship of Connecticut, a group of people looking
to establish a church of the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter in CT.'" The group’s
website is here.

worshiping at Mass together, but spending
extensive time with each other in fellowship
over coffee hour. The Catholic Church today,
he said, has to figure out how to form ‘intentional communities’ within a large parish
setting, and the ordinariate helps contribute to
that discussion. ‘The feeling of anonymity in
Church is the death knell of faith, particularly
for millennials,’ he said. Many feel that ‘if it
doesn’t matter if I’m there [at Mass], then it
doesn’t matter if I’m not there, and I have
better things I can do on Sunday.’
“At Christ the King Church in Towson,
Maryland, the parish began in the Charismatic
Episcopal tradition. Father Edward Meeks, who
led his congregation into the ordinariate in
2012, told the Register the congregation has
doubled in size to about 300 persons, 20% of
whom are under 18 years old. He explained
that a lot of their ministry involves awakening
the faith of Catholics who are looking for
‘friendship with God and intimacy with Jesus,
but don’t know how to get there.’ He said many
young couples bring other young families into
the ordinariate through ‘personal evangelization,’ through the women’s Bible study, or the
men’s prayer breakfast, or the First Saturday
devotions. ‘Fellowship time is a really big deal
for this parish,’ he said. ‘People stay because
they really enjoy each other’s company.’
“Father Charles Hough IV, the rector of
Our Lady of Walsingham in Houston, told the
Register that the ordinariate cathedral parish
and shrine has come a long way since it began
in 1984 as a pastoral provision parish with a
community of 12 people. Today the parish has
approximately 650 families, double the number from six years ago.

Ordinariate Featured in
National Catholic Register
The U.S. Ordinariate has been prominently featured in an extensive article in the
National Catholic Register entitled “Passion to
Evangelize Drives New Ordinariate Catholic
Communities.” Peter Jesserer Smith reports,
“Steven Lopes, the head of the Personal
Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter, which
covers North America, spoke about its mission
and ministry at an August 25 ‘Meet the Ordinariate Night.’ [ Video here ]. Bishop Lopes
explained that … the ordinariate serves the
mutual enrichment of the Church in a pastoral
sense. Ordinariate communities, he said, have
‘a sense of parish as family’ by not only

“The ordinariate allows many Catholics to
deepen their faith through the experience of
the English spiritual patrimony, Father Hough
said. But some people received through the
ordinariate eventually go to other parishes
because they feel God calling them to that
expression of the faith. ‘The places that are
growing in the ordinariate have fostered good
relationships with the local diocese,’ he said.
‘We’re all in the vineyard together doing God’s
work.’
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